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THE HUMA NE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES • SPRING 1990 
New Jersey Governor 
Praised by The HSUS 
The HSUS honored New Jersey Gover­
nor Tom Kean at a Christmas reception held 
at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morris 
County and attended by 150 animal­
protection leaders. 
MARO Director Nina Austenberg and 
Rep. Dean Gallo praised the governor for 
the 12 bills he signed during his career to 
protect animals. 
John A. Hoyt, president of The HSUS, 
personally presented a hand-inscribed cer­
tificate of appreciation to the governor. Hoyt 
lauded Gov. Kean's efforts to protect animals 
and the environment, making New Jersey 
a model for the rest of the nation. 
Gov. Kean has been a pioneer in the bat-
tle for animal protection and a leader in en­
vironmental protection. He has supported 
Green Acres bond issues, open space 
preservation, and wild and scenic rivers 
legislation. Surrounding himself with peo­
ple sensitive to animal issues, he passed laws 
outlawing the steel-jaw leghold trap, pro­
viding for state certification of animal­
control officers, establishing a low-cost 
spay/neuter program, making animal 
fighting a felony, and providing strong 
legislation to protect wetlands, to name only 
a few examples. 
Gov. Kean was also the first governor to 
proclaim April as "Prevent A Litter" Month 
continued on page 2 
Gov. Tom Kean (second from left) received high praise for his animal-protection 
work from HSUS Pres. John A. Hoyt (left), MARO Dir. Nina Austenberg, and 




MARO Field Investigator Henry Brzezin­
ski, working with New England Regional 
Office Program Coordinator Frank Ri­
baudo, participated in the seizure of 118 
severely dehydrated and malnourished Bor­
zois and mixed Chihuahua dogs from Van­
zar Kennels in East Greenbush, N".Y., last 
September. 
Conditions at the kennel had been un­
covered by Sue McDonough, a New York 
State Police investigator, and reported to 
Samantha Mullen of the New Y ork State 
Humane Association, who called upon The 
HSUS for assistance. A search of the 
residence revealed that there was no fresh, 
drinkable water, only a stagnant pond. 
After talking with neighbors, rescue 
workers concluded the neglectful conditions 
had existed for many years. 
It took two days to capture and remove 
the shy and frightened dogs from the house 
and heavily overgrown yard. The dogs were 
transported to various New York State ani­
mal shelters. 
continued on page 3 
HSUS Pres. John A. Hoyt presents Gov. 
Kean with a certificate of appreciation. 
Governor Praised 
continued from page I 
in both 1988 and 1989. Also under his ad­
ministration, the State Division of Con­
sumer Affairs promulgated the strongest pet­
shop regulations in the nation. "These will 
be the decades when Consumer Affairs said 
animals in pet shops must be treated as 
Fighting cocks and paraphernalia such as 
these needle sharp gaffs (inset) were seized 
during the July raid. "Unfortunately, the 
district attorney did not want to aggressively 
pursue the case,'' stated Henry Brzezinski. 
Nina Austenberg presents Gov. Kean with 
a statuette donated by Mrs. Helen Boehm. 
living creatures and not merchandise, " pro­
claimed Austenberg. "It is, in good part, 
because of the governor, whose care em­
braces not only humankind, but those 
creatures who cannot speak for themselves." 
"To be honored by this group," the gover­
nor told those assembled, "is very special 
to me because of my love for the outdoors 




Rep. Dean Gallo's amendment requiring 
double hulls on all newly constructed 
tankers (see the Fall 1989 Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Office Report) was approved as 
part of a piece of major oil-spill prevention 
and liability legislation. The bill, which 
creates Coast Guard-approved strike teams 
to respond quickly to spills, makes oil com­
panies liable for the cost of cleanups, and 
allows states to enforce their own laws, was 
passed overwhelmingly by the House on 
November 9. 
"I feel strongly that double hulls on 
tankers are a proven way to prevent spills 
from occurring,"  stated Rep. Gallo. Dou­
ble hulls are already required on liquified 
flammable gas tankers. 
This legislation is now headed for the 
conference committee where there may be 
a battle. Write or call your respective 
legislators and urge them to support this 
measure. • 
Leniency for Cockfighters 
Sets Bad Precedent in Penn. 
Last July, a successful cockfighting raid 
was launched on a Pottsville, Penn., loca­
tion where Henry Brzezinski, working 
undercover, had gained access to a tightly 
knit group of young and old-time "cockers " 
(see the Fall 1989 Mid-Atlantic Regional Of­
fice Report). 
Brzezinski testified extensively in pretrial 
hearings during July and August, offering 
hundreds of pages of detailed testimony. 
There was insurmountable evidence to bind 
the defendants over to the Court of Com­
mon Pleas on felony cockfighting and con­
spiracy charges. In 1987, cockfighting was 
made a felony of the third degree, carrying 
terms of seven years or a $15,000 fine. Yet, 
the district attorney 's office has elected not 
to pursue this case. 
Nine of the 12 defendants charged with 
the third-degree felony have instead been 
sent to the state's Accelerated Rehabilitative 
Disposition Program. They have been as­
sessed $487-$687 each ($300 goes toward 
restitution), and, after one year of unsuper­
vised probation, their records will be ex­
punged. 
Leonard Stone of Bloomsburg, Penn., has 
pleaded guilty to the felony charge; he has 
been fined $500 and given one year proba­
tion because of his participation in pairing 
gamecocks to fight and handling of entry 
fees. All 12 spectators who were charged 
with disorderly conduct pleaded guilty and 
paid $300. 
"[These light penalties] set a bad prece­
dent for [future enforcement] of the Penn­
sylvania animal-fighting law, which makes 
promoters, participants, and spectators liable 
for a felony, " stated Brzezinski. "The 
legislature believed the crime of animal 
fighting to be severe enough to warrant the 
felony status." 
As of January, the Commonwealth still 
planned to prosecute the promoter, Ronald 
Sabitsky, Sr., and his son, Ronald Sabitsky, 
Jr. • 
Many of the Borzais and Chihuahuas rescued in New York were malnourished, 
dehydrated, infested with parasites, and suffering from rotted and missing teeth. 
Borzois Rescued 
continued from page I 
Owner Janet Vandenburgh, a New York 
State senior health officer, was charged with 
118 counts of cruelty but eventually pleaded 
guilty to only ten counts of unlicensed dogs 
and was fined $250. Vandenburgh re-
Special congratulations go to Peggy Parker 
of Carriage Horse Action Committee 
(CHAC), who has worked tirelessly over 
the past five years to see legislation passed 
to protect carriage horses in New "York City. 
nounced her ownership of the dogs soon 
after the raid, enabling those animal shelters 
holding the dogs to offer them for adoption, 
after spay/neuter operations. 
The success of this rescue was due to the 
efforts of the New York State Police, the 
New York State Humane Association, and 
the animal groups that offered their time, 




On November 21 , Bill Intro. No. 1267-A 
was passed into law by the city council by 
a vote of 28 to 4 to override then mayor Ed 
Koch's veto. This law protects carriage 
horses by setting regulations on working 
conditions. 
Representatives of the carriage industry 
sought a Stay of Enforcement of the bill 
(now Local Law 89) in three courts, but they 
were ultimately denied. 
Peggy Parker of the Carriage Horse Ac­
tion Committee (CHAC), after five years of 
effort to get this legislation passed, has been 
named along with CHAC in a $115 million 
lawsuit by Chateau Stables, the best known 
of the six carriage-horse stables. Others 
named in the suit are veterinarian Dr. Holly 
Cheever, the ASPCA, and its president, 
John Kullberg. II 
''Be a P.A.L." 
Campaign 
Enters 1990 
Join our national effort to combat the 
problem of pet overpopulation. Our most 
ambitious and comprehensive campaign 
continues this year, addressing pet over­
population and promoting solutions to it. 
To get the word out in 1990, we are again 
offering the colorful "Be a P.A.L.-Prevent 
A Litter " kit. For $5, you will receive a kit 
containing a wide array of promotional 
materials to spread the spay/neuter message 
and promote April as "Be a P.A.L.­
Prevent A Litter " Month. We now offer a 
poster specifically targeting cat overpopula­
tion. In addition, our "Be a P.A.L." T-shirt 
has been updated and now features the 
popular "P.A.L." logo on an all-white, 100 
percent cotton "Beefy-T." Information on 
how to order posters, T-shirts, fact sheets, 
litter bags, buttons, bumper stickers, and 
other materials at discounted prices is in­
cluded in the kit. 
We also have "Be a P.A.L." television 
PSAs, produced by Gail Christensen of the 
Coalition for Pet Population Control in Los 
Angeles. These PSAs feature TV and movie 
personalities, including the stars of TV 's 
"The Golden Girls." Videos are available 
in 3/4-inch, broadcast-quality format for 
$20. 
Help carry the message! Be a P.A.L.-
Prevent A Litter! 111 
Please send __ "Be a PAL.­
Prevent A Litter" campaign kit(s). I 
enclose $5 for each kit ordered. 
Name __________ _ 
Organization _______ _ 
Address _________ _ 
City 
State ____ Zip 
Clip and mail to: 
"Be a P.A.L." Campaign, The 
HSUS, 2100 L St., NW, Washington, 
DC 20037. 
Please make checks payable to The 
HSUS. All orders must be prepaid. 
(We ship UPS; please include street 




by Nina Austenberg 
I remember the Christmas when Shanna 
came into our home. She had been aban­
doned at a local veterinarian's office; the 
veterinarian kept her long after the owners 
disappeared. Sight unseen, my husband and 
our daughter Anita went to bring her home. 
She looked like any other shelter dog, a 
shepherd-collie mix. But when she caught 
a ball on the fly as our sons, Craig and 
Lance, tossed it in the living room, we all 
knew she was special. 
During the years that followed, Shanna 
made us laugh. We laughed when she 
would bring visitors small rocks to toss for 
her. We laughed when she boarded the 
school bus with the children. And I laughed 
to myself when she escorted me to confront 
hunters who were trespassing, because I 
knew she had very few teeth left from 
chewing rocks for eight years. 
She protected Anita and our youngest son 
Leif even though her hearing was going. 
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She kept my mother company during her 
stay with us while undergoing treatment at 
Sloan Kettering. When the older boys 
started to drive, Craig often took her out 
for a spin. 
Our family grew up and matured: the 
boys went to college; Anita and Leif went 
to high school; my mother died; and our 
dog got older. Her bark grew weak. She 
couldn't hop into the car easily. She refused 
her favorite meal-cooked chicken liver. 
When Shanna's kidneys failed her, we 
knew her days were numbered; at best, she 
had a week. All four children came with 
us. Leif stroked her and comforted her dur­
ing the trip. As we drove the five miles to 
the animal hospital, we wept. The 
veterinarian explained that we were doing 
the right thing, but we already knew that. 
We gently surrounded her as the vet in­
jected the sodium pentobarbital, and, in a 
moment, Shanna was gone. 
Craig and Lance dug a grave near Puss, 
Boots, DeeDee, and Tootsie. Anita and Leif 
picked some wildflowers from the nearby 
stream Shanna enjoyed as a puppy. Within 
a week, we had another dog from a local 
shelter. Some people choose not to replace 
an animal because the pain is so great when 
it dies. However, in order to experience the 
great joy of a pet, you must, at times, en­
dure the pain. The new dog will never 
replace Shanna, who has shared my direc­
tor's photo for many years. We are grateful 
to have known Shanna and shared her life 
and also that we can enjoy a new and highly 
spirited dog in our home. 
Goodbye, Shanna. We will miss you, but 
we will never forget you. • 
II UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
• April 22-Celebrate Earth Day! For ac­
tivities in your area, write: Earth Day 1990, 
PO Box AA, Stanford University, Stanford, 
CA 94309; (415) 321-1990. 
• June 11-12-Bill Hurt Smith will in­
struct a course for animal-control officers 
(co-sponsored by MARO and Kean Col­
lege) at Kean College in Hillside, N.J. The 
course is open to the public, but only cer­
tified animal-control officers will be eligi­
ble for the Continuing Education Cer­
tificate. Please call MARO after April 1 for 
additional information. 
• October 25-27-Set your sights for the 
spectacular HSUS National Conference to 
be held at the Holiday Inn Golden Gateway, 
San Francisco. Further information will be 
available at a later date. • 
Pigeon-Shoot 
Bill Killed 
The vote was 126 to 66 against Penn­
sylvania H.B. 696, which would have 
banned the use of live pigeons in pigeon­
shoots. It was a sad day not only for pigeons 
but also for the many people who worked 
so diligently to get this bill posted for a vote 
and passed. Special thanks go to the Penn­
sylvania Legislative Animal Network, 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Thomas R. 
Caltagirone, and Majority House Leader 
Robert W. O'Donnell for putting H.B. 696 
up for a floor vote in the House. We also 
thank Rep. George E. Saurman for in­
troducing the bill. • 
Reflect for a moment ... 
HOW CAN I HELP ANIMALS EVEN WHEN 
I NO LONGER SHARE THEIR WORLD? 
By your bequest for animal protection 
to The Humane Society of the United 
States, your will can provide for animals 
after you're gone. Naming The HSUS 
demonstrates your lasting commitment to 
animal welfare and strengthens the Soci­
ety for this task. We will be happy to send 
information about our animal programs and 
material that will assist in planning a will. 
Please send will information to: 
Name ___________ _ 
Address __________ _ 
City _______ State __ _ 
Zip code __________ _ 
Mail in confidence to Murdaugh S. Madden, Vice 
President/Senior Counsel, The Humane Society 
of the United States, 2100 L Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20037. 
